
^ .  :  r \ /

тгiттт i '\ t,Ё
I i l l l i l l J l l  ! . - ..##. :lfAP
United Nations . lnformation fоr A||

Еduсаtionа|, Sсiепtifiс аnd . Programme
сultuга|orgаnjzаtion .

2Мarch2ОI4

Tо: Dr. Dalit Atrakсhi, Seсrеtary Gеnеral, Israеl National Commissiоn for UNЕSCO
Prоf. Aharon Aviram, Chair, Israеli IFAP Committее

Rе: Digital Mеdia and Wеll-Bеing Fоrum

Dеar Dr. Atrakоhi, dеar Prof. Aviram,

ovеr thе last two yеars I havе followеd, with lots of intеrеst, thе initiativе of thе
Israеli IFAP Commiffее tо form an intеrnational multi-disсiplinary forum to promotе
human wеll-bеing in thе agе оf digital tесhnologiеs. Aссording to thе initiativе, thе
Forum's foundational aim would bе thе ongoing systеmatiс faсilitation of еxisting
intеrdisсiplinary rеsеarсh on thе ways to еnhanсе uslrs' long-tеrm well-bring throuф
thеir intеraсtions with digital mеdia. Thе Forum's rlсommеndations will rеfer to
various stagеs of dеsign, rеsеarсh and dеvеlopmеnt as wеll as in сommon modеs of
usagе. It will also aspire to explorе bеst praсtiсеs for thе improvеmеnt оf digital
tесhnоlogiеs - both in tоrms of devolоpmоnt and usagе - in ordоr to еnhanсе
individuals, wеll-bеing and soсiotal humanization'

It is no longer possiblе to ignorе thе оhanges brouф about by digital media to major
aspeсts of our livеs, to our ways of bеing, thinking, соmmunicating and rrlating to
eaсh other and to basiс prосеssеs and struсturеs of our soсiеtiеs. Furthеr siфfiоant
сhangеs in thе fоrеsrеablr futurе are likеly to transform our world in ways wе cannot
fully grasp at this stagе. This is probably unavoidablе. Still it seеms that whеn
еvaluated in liфt of humanistiс valuеs, thеsе сhangеs сan havе unprесedеntеd
positivе impaсt on individual dеvelopmеnt towards hiфеr lеvеl of autonomy, self
fulfillmеnt, soоial and intеrnational rеsponsibility. Нowеvеr, it miфt also lеad to thr
sеvеro impairment of suоh positivе dеvеlopmеnts, and thе optimal impaсt of thrsе
dramatiс сhanges to our сulturе is not guarantееd. It rеquirеs intentional and
systematiс human awarrnеss and involvеmrnt.

We аrе at the momrnt in whiсh sociеtiеs . and thе intеrnational сommunity as a wholе
- havе to stop just passivеly adapting to thеsе сhangеs and movr to thе morе proactivе
stagе of aссompanying thеm. What we nеed at this point is an intеrdisоiplinary
dialogur, with thе aоtive partiсipation of devrlopers and tесhnologiсal sсiеntists that
would dеvеlop dеsirоd humanistiо, psyсhologiоal and soсial modеls and formulatе
suggestions for tеchnologiсal and еduсational initiativеs aimеd at thе improvеmеnt of
thе futurе of humanity in thе agе of digital tесhnologiеs.

I sее it as thе ultimatе duty of LINЕsCo _ in particular throuф IFAP and in
сollaboration with othеr rеlеvant intеrnational bоdiеs, devеlopеrs and othеr



stakеholdеrs - to сontributе to thе dеvelopment of suоh an on-going dialoguе. It is
also thr moral duty of thе сompanies and dеvеlopеrs that havr bеrn lеading thеse
dramatiс сhangеs in all aspeсts of our livrs.

Thе initiativе of thе Israеli IFAP Committее addrеssеs еxaоtly thеsе challеngrs and is
guidеd by a clear and оperational humanistiо vision. As suсh, it reflеcts UNЕSCO,
and partiсularly IFAP mission and mandatо.

No wondеr suсh an initiativе comrs from thе Israеli IFAP оommittее as it is thе land
of the prophеts whо formеd tho first visions of pеaсеfulhuman flourishing.

I hiфly apprесiatе the Israеli Committее and its suggеstеd initiativе sincе it
rеоoфzеs thе immеnsity of thе сhallеngе and thе nееd to сarеfully preparr a
mеthodolоgiсal infrastruсturе that сould suppоrt thе grounding of suсh an ongoing
dialoguе and rеsеarсh by partiсipants from the industry and thе aсadеmia with vеry
diffеrеnt disсiplinary worlds, fiеlds of praсticе and geographiеs.

Hеncе' I wholrhеartеdly support thе suggеstоd plan for thrеe stagеs for the first period
of its realization:

1. Оrganization of an intеrnational сonfеrеnсе to raisе primary awarrnеss of thе
issuе at hand and lay thе сonсeptual and organizational foundation for thе furthеr
work on thеsе issues by a spесial Forum, сurrеntly namеd as Digital Mеdia and
Wеll-bеing Forum undеr the auspiсrs of UNЕ,sCo IFAP and pоssibly еntirе
UNЕ,SCo.

2. Еstablishing an intеrnational forum whiсh willbе сomposеd of thr most оrеative
minds in rеlеvant rеsеarсh disсiplinеs, hiф-tесh industry шrd thr publiс sphеrе.

3. Dеsign of a fivе-yеar plan by the managеment of this forum, сonsisting of urgеnt
issuеs to bе addrеssеd, modus oprrandi of thе forum and dеsirеd outсomos.

I will do what I оan - both in my оapaсity as thе Chair of thr lntеrgоvеrnmеntal
Counсil of I'ЛNЕSCO IFAP' and as Chair of tho Russian IFAP Cоmmittее _ to makе
the rea|ization of this vital initiativе possiblе.

I сall IFAP community membеrs around thе world, industry lеadеrs and lеading
rеsеarсhеrs and scholars to jоin me and support this nеw forum.

I prоposе that thе aсtivitiеs mеntionеd in thе abovе plan willЪe organizеd at this stagr
by thе Israеl National Commission for UNЕSCO, thе Israеli IFAP Cоmmitteе and thе
aсadеmiс Israеli institutions соntributing at presеnt to thesе aсtivitiеs, namеly thе
Cеntеr for Futurism in Е,duсation at Bеn-Gurion Univеrsity, thе Rеsеarсh Cеntеr for
Intеrnеt Psychology at thе lntеrdisсiplinary Centеr (IDC) Herz|iуa and Rеsоarсh
Cеntеr for Innovation in Lеaming Tесhnologiеs at thе opеn Univеrsity of Israоl.
Later' other national IFAP сommittееs, resеarch institutions аnd national and
intеrnationa| orgaлizations from all ovеr thr world will bе involvеd.

Unfortunatеly, IFAP lack tho rеsourcrs nееdrd tо launch this ambitious projесt. I
propоsе that thеsе aоtivitiеs at thе initial stagе will bе sponsored by thе Israеli
Govеmmеnt or its rеlеvant ministriеs.



I also hеrеby сall on hiф.tесh соrporations, intеrnational funds and othеr
otgarlzations to assist in laying thе foundations for thе forum's activity and making
thе first three stagеs of this initiative possiblе.

Finally I would likе to еxprеss my gratitudе to thе Israeli IFAP commiffее and Israеl
National Commission for tINЕSCo for invеsting so muсh еffort and funds in raising
awarrnоss of this issue and to thе rolеvant Israеli govеrnmеntal bodies that madе
thеsе еfforts possiblе so far. I call upon thеrn to go on with this initiativе whiсh is
critiоal to thе futurr of humanity with thе samе zеal, daring futurе oriеntеd thinking
and dеtеrmination that charaсteized that work until now.

l wish you all srrссrss.

Hеartfеlt rеgards,

r6n
Еvgеny Kuzmin
Chair
In{еrgovеrnmental Counсil
tINЕSсo Information for A11 Programmе,


